BIO’s

Josie Alba, Administrative Assistant
Josie is the Administrative Assistant in the USC- Trio Programs under the Math/Science Program.   She has been working for the USC-TRiO Programs for the last five years and now she is working under the leadership of Cecilia Carbajal-Chavez Assistant Director in the Upward Bound Math/Science Program.
Josie enjoys being the parent of six children, since she has to keep them focus and motivated with their education and daily struggles. Her interest is to encourage her children to continue their education and pursue their career aspirations. When she has free time she enjoys baking, and attend to her children school activities.
Josie’s desire is to finish my education, earn a degree in business management, and be able to be the owner of her own restaurant.

Roxanne Mendez, M.Ed. 


Roxanne Mendez works for the Upward Bound Math/Science Program (UBMS). In addition to her responsibilities, she is also the coordinator for the UBMS Career Speaker series. 
She earned her Bachelors of Science in Business Administration from Cal Poly Pomona in 2004 and, her Masters in Education with emphasis in Postsecondary Administration and Student Affairs in 2006 at the University of Southern California. 
Before coming to TRiO programs, she was a former James Bell Intern where she worked with the Vice President of Student Affairs at Cal Poly Pomona. She is a former recipient of the Hilda L. Solis scholarship in 2003, for her commitment and involvement in the community. 
She is dedicated in helping students achieve their goals and purse a postsecondary education.
Cecilia Carbajal-Chavez, Assistant Director

Cecilia is the second of six children, raised in South Central Los Angeles.  She attended Jefferson H.S. and Roosevelt H and was the first one of her family to graduate from high school and go on to the university.  

Cecilia graduated from UC Santa Cruz with a major in Economics and a minor in Mathematics. As an undergraduate she was actively organizing Parent/Student Conferences, participating in recruitment fairs and also going back to schools in her community to outreach to students.

After graduating from the UC Santa Cruz, she taught Mathematics at Jefferson HS and served as faculty advisor to various student groups. In addition to her advisement, she also organized weekend fieldtrips to college and universities.

After teaching, she joined the USC-TRiO Programs as an Academic Advisor. While in this role, she was able to assist with the coordination of the summer and academic Year components.

Now, as the Assistant Director for the UB Math/Science Regional Center she has the opportunity to link her two passions; outreach and mathematics and her commitment to students and community continue to be on the top of her priority list.

Melissa Diaz, Student Services Advisor

Melissa was born and raised in Long Beach, CA.  She attended the University of California, Berkeley for her undergraduate degree and received a Bachelor in Arts in Sociology with a minor in Education.  Throughout her undergraduate degree Melissa worked in various agencies and participated in organizations on campus helping youth in the community achieve higher education knowledge and success. 

 In 2002, Melissa received her degree from UCB and worked for three years in an Enrichment program helping immigrant students graduate from high school and pursue post-secondary education.  

In 2005, Melissa returned to Southern California and continued her education by earning her Masters in Education: Post-Secondary Administration and Student Affairs.  While earning her degree she also works at USC in the Upward Bound Math and Science program and at Cerritos College in the GEAR UP program.  

Melissa is extremely dedicated and passionate in helping youth in her community attain post-secondary education, and achieve success in their professional lives.

