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Mr. Ruiz has a Master’s degree in Applied Mathematics from USC. Soon after graduating, he started working for TRiO Programs (formerly USC EOPC). There he discovered that his mission in life was helping though education. During his tenure in this office, he has held several responsibilities. Currently, he is advising students from Los Angeles High School and Santee Educational Complex.
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Jenny Mojarro

Biography

Jenny Mojarro was born in Los Angeles and raised in South Gate, CA.  After graduating from South Gate High School (she’s not going to tell you the year), she attended UC Berkeley.  While at Berkeley, she began working with student groups to encourage first-generation, Latino students to pursue a post-secondary education.  After finishing Berkeley, Jenny moved to Seattle and worked for a Latino youth leadership program where she helped local Latino youth develop leadership skills that would help them in their future education and career endeavors.  After being away for five years, she could no longer fight off her homesickness.  So, she moved back to the LA area and began working for USC TRiO Programs.  She has been working there for over two years, and considers it one of her most personally fulfilling jobs.  
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Jean Square has been employed with the University of Southern California since October of 1993.  Currently, she is an Administrative Assistant for the Central and Southeast Upward Bound programs also known as the USC TRIO Programs.

She finds it rewarding to see students go through the program, pursue a post-secondary education and become successful in their chosen fields (doctors, lawyers, nurses, teachers, administrators, responsible parents etc).  There have been many successful students go through our program.  Having had two children benefit from the program, she knows from first hand experience that the program had inspired and motivated them to pursue a post-secondary education.

In her spare time, she likes to cook, travel, and volunteer for different organizations at her church and with the senior citizens in her neighborhood.  She belongs to USC Staff and Faculty Club, She’s a member of The Black Staff Caucus, President of The Usher Board at her church as well as a founding member /sponsor of Rites of Sisterhood, a USC based organization dedicated to fostering the social, emotional, spiritual and cognitive growth of young adolescent women.
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Maria Garcia was born and raised in Los Angeles, California. She attended Los Angeles High School and was a part of Upward Bound Program for three years. Upon high school graduation, she attended Wellesley College in Massachusetts. Although she was transplanted onto another coast, she never forgot the program that gave her so much. During her summers off, she returned to work with Upward Bound as an instructor and a tutor. After graduation from Wellesley College, she decided to continue her studies at Harvard’s School of Education. In 2002, she graduated with a Master’s in Education and decided to return back to Los Angeles. That same year, she joined the TRIO family at USC as a program advisor. In 2004, she became the Program Manager for the Central and Southeast Upward Bound programs.
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